
POTHE Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
 

February 3, 2022 
 

Present: Fr. Peter, Deacon Dennis, Danielle, Michelle, Teresa, Sarah, Tom, Jackie 
Absent: Fr. Steven, Arturo, Jonathan 
 
Opening Prayer: Deacon Dennis 
 
January Meeting Minutes: Approved by Council 
 
Item #1: Synod on Synodality Continued Discussion 

1. How do prayer and liturgical celebrations, especially Sunday Mass, inspire and guide 
your parish? How, if at all, did the CLI process help to emphasize the Eucharist as the 
“source and summit of Christian life”?  
Deacon Dennis’ introduction: Pope Francis used Mark’s gospel story of Jesus telling the 
young wealthy man to sell all he has and go out on a mission as a framing for the Synod 
on Synodality. We need to go out and listen to those who are engaged (and those who 
aren’t) to build more community. Encounter, Listen, Discern were the three verbs that 
Pope Francis built his homily on with this topic.  
Some say that the rituals, reverence, and music of Catholic prayer and liturgical 
celebrations help to emphasize the presence of the Eucharist. Our CLI Priority #3 had 
the parish focusing on building consistent, vibrant liturgies. Building up an engaged 
parish community that shares faith and participates actively in the Mass is integral to 
creating a Mass centered on the Eucharist. The POTHE CLI process collected surveys 
from over 1,400 parishioners and really did establish key priorities and, from those 
priorities, practical SMART goals. One of the major questions that we, as a Pastoral 
Council, need to ask is whether we need and can sustain 10 Masses. How often do we 
say that attending Mass is the best thing that we do? We probably do not ask or answer 
this question often enough. The council discussed how bringing together the whole 
community to celebrate the Eucharist makes the celebration more special.  
 
There is the question of who the focus of building connection should be on – bringing 
people back to the Church or building connection and meaning for those who are at 
Mass but still feel disconnected.  

 
Council Member Observations from Churches 
Michelle spoke with a few parishioners about creating a new weekly faith sharing group that 
focuses on mothers and supports families with children. Jackie mentioned a desire for a group 
of those working in the corporate world who are working to keep their faith while in business.  
 
Closing Prayer (Fr. Peter) 
 
Next Meeting – March 3rd at Location TBD n 


